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PAGE 01 KUWAIT 02448 071154Z POSS DUPE 
ACTION AF-10 

INFO OCT-01 NEA-10 ISO-OO EB-07 /028 W 

081215Z 072531 /46 

R 070956Z MAY 77 
FM AMEMBASSY KUWAIT 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 7935 
INFO AMEMBASSY NOUAKCHOTT 
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Message Text 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE KUWAIT 2448 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: BEXP, MR 
SUBJECT: SAMIA PROJECT 

REF: (A) STATE 101343 (NOTAL), (B) KUWAIT 2333 

EIGHTY PERCENT GOVERNMENT-OWNED KUWAIT FOREIGN TRADING, 

CONTRACTING AND INVESTMENT COMPANY (KFTCIC) HAS FIFTY 

PERCENT INTEREST IN SAMIA. ITS OFFICER FOLLOWING 

SAMIA MATTERS TOLD US MAY 5 THAT KFTCIC HAS NO 

INTEREST IN HIRING AN ENGINEERING FIRM TO REVIEW 

AND EVALUATE SAMIA PELLETIZING PROJECT. THERE IS NO 

NEED. KFTCIC OFFICIAL SAID, BECAUSE 1) KFTCIC ALREADY 

HAS A KUWAITI ENGINEERING FIRM (WITH FOREIGN PARTICIPATION) 

ON RETAINER FOR EVALUATION OF PROJECTS IF 

AND WHEN NEEDED, AND 2), IN SPECIFIC CASE OF SAMIA, 

DELAY IN GETTING UNDERWAY IS BEING CAUSED BY 
UNCERTAINTY OVER PRICE AND RELIABILITY OF ORE SUPPLY 
(REF B ), NOT THE DESIGN OF PELLETIZING PLANT. 

DECONTROL UPON RECEIPT. 

MAESTRONE 
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